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HIGH OCTANE COMICS & Collectibtes Warhammer
expert Karim Sadik, above, shows the fantasy game,
lsland ot Blood, and the futuristic oame, Assault on
Plqc_!_lgqch, two of many games to ptay at the
BIGCON Saturdav and SLindav. Left .  A A-Board
Games business oivner Derek Jcihnson shows Maoib
The Gathering. Ticket to Ride, The Setflers ol Cat-an
andApples toApples that willbe at BlcCON.

Jt's all fun and games. And everyone
Iis welcome to play, warch orjusr ask
questions.

Organizers of the first (and, rhey
hope, annual) B.C. lnterior Game Con-
vention (BIGCON) are selrinp up tables
and opening the doors this wieiend
for hundreds of gamers and wannabes.

BIGCON is being held at the Kam-
loops Convention Centre inside the
Kamloops Towne Lodge on Saturday
and Sundav

The event began with Clive Lovett, a
4S-year-old table game lover who is a
member ofthe Facebook group, Kam-
loops Board Game Society.

There are huge gamer conventions
around the globe that attract all kinds
of fans of Warhammer, Magic and oth-
ers. The closest events are held in Vic-
toria, Vancouver and Calgary.

But Lovett said the Kamlooos crowd
wanted to play host to an eve-nt of therr
own. Thus BIGCON was born.

"Wete sure ofat least 100, but hop-
ing for a couple hundred through the
doors to see what's going on or to stop
and play games," he said.

There will be demonstrations of
games and how to paint Warhammer
ngures.

There will be tournaments to watch
and fantasy art on display.

Unlike video games, which have such
a fast pace that players keep their eyes
and brains locked on a screen, the
board games allow for more social in-
teraction among players, he said.

"It! all face-to-face social gaming."
DerekJohnson, owner ofAll A-Board

Games and a co-soonsor of the conven-
tion along with High Octane, said
games such as Warhammer and Magic
have strong followers in Kamloops.

While Warhammer is dominated by

males, a high percentage of females -
30 per cent - play Magic here. That's
unusual. he said.

More than 130 people have regis.
tered for the Magic tournament and 40
for Warhammer. Newcomers to the
games will get a chance to learn and , .
play for themselves

"My hope is to malce it an annual
event," he said.

A portion of the admission costs will
8o to Big Brothers, Big Sisters of Kam- ,
looPs,

Doors open at 9 a.m. both days. Play .
goes until 1l p.m. Saturday, and 4 p.m.
Sunday. Kids'games are being demon-
snated Saturday at 2 p.m., famiJy goes
at 10:30 a.m. Sunday.

The cost of admission is $10 for a day
pass and $15 for the weekend. Kids un-
der 12 are free ifthey come with an
adult.

The Kamloops Convention Centre is. .
at 1250 Rogers Way.
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